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Abstract

Countries often resort to amending their laws from time to time for various
reasons, which may include: keeping pace with the social and economic
changes that occur as a result of rapid developments in all aspects of life;
Or to address legal loopholes revealed by the practical application of the
law, or in compliance with international agreements or treaties to which it
is a signatory, or out of a desire to improve the efficiency of governance and
administration, simplify procedures, reduce bureaucracy, combat corruption,
or in response to crises that require specific legal frameworks.

In the State of Kuwait, within the framework of the government project to
review existing legislation, the Committee for Reviewing Family and Personal
Status Laws at the Ministry of Justice drafted a bill to amend Personal Status
Law No. 51 of 1984. At the beginning of September 2025, the committee
submitted the draft to several government agencies for their feedback. The
draft was also published in daily newspapers, allowing the public to review
its provisions.

Some articles in the draft bill sparked differing opinions, discussions, and
debates, some of which were quite heated. This is understandable and
expected, as the Personal Status Law pertains to important aspects that affect
the foundations and structure of Kuwaiti society. Furthermore, it serves as a
positive indicator of the dynamism of society and its elites regarding national
consultation on important issues.

In order to contribute positively—scientifically and objectively—to this
national debate, the Kuwait International Law School Journal, in cooperation
with the Department of Comparative Jurisprudence and Islamic Studies at
the College, organized a discussion session to examine the most important
amendments in the draft of the new law and to provide an opportunity for
scholars and specialists to express their opinions. This session was held on
Tuesday, December 9, 2025.

The discussion revolved around three main themes:

- The first theme: The issue of “The Compulsory Will”.

- The second theme: Shared rights between spouses (the subject of the service).

- The third theme: Separation of spouses (divorce based on religious grounds,
divorce due to harm, and judicial divorce).

- There was a clear focus on the first theme, as it had generated considerable
discussion and public debate.
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