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Criminal acts intended or calculated to provoke a state of terror in the general public,

a group of persons or particular persons for political purposes are in any circumstance

unjustifiable, whatever the considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial,

ethnic, religious or any other nature that may be invoked to justify them. https://docu-

ments-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N95/768/17/PDF/N9576817.pdf?OpenElement

A/RES/49/60. 17 February1995, last accessed 18/12/2023.
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Article 1 defined acts of terrorism as “criminal acts directed against a State and intended
or calculated to create a state of terror in the minds of particular persons or a group of per-
sons or the general public.” The convention specified the kinds of anti-state actions that
were to be considered acts of terror (e.g., attacking public officials, heads of state and their
families, or the destruction of public facilities). https://www.loc.gov/item/2021667893/,
last accessed 18/12/2023.
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IHL (International Humanitarian Law) specifically mentions and in fact prohibits «mea-
sures of terrorism» and «acts of terrorism». The Fourth Geneva Convention (Article 33)
states that «Collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism
are prohibited», while Additional Protocol II prohibits «acts of terrorism» against per-
sons not or no longer taking part in hostilities. The main aim is to emphasise that neither
individuals, nor the civilian population may be subject to collective punishments, which,
among other things, obviously induce a state of terror. Both Additional Protocols to the
Geneva Conventions also prohibit acts aimed at spreading terror among the civilian popu-
lation. https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/resources/documents/fag/terrorism-faq-050504.htm,
last accessed 18/12/2023.
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